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Welcome to this step-by-step series for beginning genealogists—and
more experienced ones who want to brush up or learn something new. I
first ran this series in 2008-09. So many people have asked about it, I’m
bringing it back in weekly segments.
Episode 42: How to Start a Genealogy Blog, Part 5
In today’s episode we finish a multi-part, step-by-step series on setting up your own family
history blog. In episode 40 you decided what the purpose of your blog is, and we got you started
with the free Blogger web site and picked out your blog name and set up the web address for it,
and got the basic framework started. In episode 41 two seasoned bloggers inspired us with their
posts.
In this episode I talk about adding a few more gadgets and details, doing a bit of pre-planning for
your blog posts, publishing your first article, and then talking about how your readers will
subscribe to your blog. You’ll also get great tips on how to create genealogy content that others
looking for the same ancestors can find easily online.
Blog Your Family History
OK, let’s head back to the new blog we created in Episode 40. I named mine Blog Your Family
History and my web site address is http://blogyourfamilyhistory.blogspot.com/. (This is just a
sample blog: my current blog is part of the Genealogy Gems website.) Please note: blogging
platforms change over time. The features and layouts I mention have likely been updated.
Just watch for similar features in newer versions of the blog platform.
So far I have the basic layout set up and I added the vintage photograph of the three ladies
sharing some written correspondence.
If you’re not signed in to your Google account, you’ll notice a link in the upper right corner of
your blog page that says “sign in.” You’ll need to click that and enter your user name and
password to get access to your blog dashboard – the area where you customize your blog and
write your blog posts.
When you sign in you’ll be taken to the dashboard area for your blog. In my case I have a couple
of blogs, so they’ll all be listed here in the dashboard. To get back to your blog just click the
View Blog link for the blog you want to view. You’ll notice that when you get there the link in
the upper right corner now says “sign out” so you know right now you’re signed in.
To get back to the dashboard where we can continue customizing the blog, just click the
Customize link in the upper right hand corner of the blog.
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So far we have a couple of “gadgets” or sections of our blog:
• the title area at the top;
• the blog posts box. In the case of the blog I’m creating here the gadgets run along the
right hand side of the blog page.
• About Me
• the gadget with the photo I added
• A followers gadget showing other blogger readers
• the blog archive gadget – this is where readers can access blog posts that are over a
month old.
So let’s add another gadget by clicking the Add Gadget link in the top gadget box and a window
will pop up showing us out options. I’d like to add a search box so that my readers can easily
find articles with keywords they are interested in. So just click the plus sign to add the Search
gadget and a Configure Search Box window pops up so I can fine tune this gadget the way I
want it. So I’ll keep the title as “Search this blog” since that’s pretty straightforward, and I’m
going to just have it search this blog so I will keep that check box checked. And click the SAVE
button and now I have a Search box on my blog.
So as you can see adding various gadgets to your blog is easy and you can customize them to
appear the way you want. And remember you can rearrange them on your dashboard by just
clicking and dragging them into the position you want.
Once you get the elements of your blog the way you like them – at least for now, and you can
certainly make changes any time you want – then it’s time to start blogging.
What to blog about?
Hopefully you’ve decided what you want to blog about – perhaps a specific line of your family,
or maybe you’re going to just sort of journal what you work on each day. No matter what
approach you take, there are a few things to keep in mind.
First, each time you write an article and publish it to your blog page it’s called a “post.” Post is
sort of interchangeable with article, and posting is another word for publishing – basically
you’ve made the article available on the web.
When you do post an article you will want people—particularly other researchers—to be able to
find it. You’ll have better success attracting readers who are researching the same families if you
sort of put yourself in their shoes. Ask yourself, what will they be searching on? When someone
goes to Google and starts looking for blogs about their family trees, they are using keywords to
do that search. So while you may have some very creative ideas for blog post titles, if you don’t
include some of those important keywords (or at a minimum the surnames) they may never find
you.
And of course sprinkling keywords into your post will also increase its chances of being found.
And when we talk about keywords, we’re also talking about key phrases, such as family history,
or family tree. Other good keywords are genealogy, birth, death, research, location names, etc.
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Just the kinds of things you would search on if you were looking for people writing about your
ancestors.
Remember too that an ancestor’s name is also a keyword phrase. It’s a good idea to mix it up
because you never know how someone else will be searching. For example, I research my
husband’s great great grandfather Senator C J Larson of Winthrop MN. So if I’m writing about
him, I will use several variations of his name:
• C J Larson
• Carl Johan Larson
• Charles Larson
• Charles J Larson
• Senator C J Larson
And of course when I use these names in combination with Winthrop, Sibley County, Minnesota,
I’m bound to be found by someone also researching him and his family.
Publish your first post
OK, well let’s get right to how to publish your first blog post. At your blog Dashboard (if you’re
not there just click the link in the upper right corner that says Dashboard) and click NEW POST.
This is like getting a new piece of paper. You’re new post is under the Posting tab and there’s a
box where you can write your text and there are some formatting buttons along the top.
My advice is to bite off small chunks. People tend to read something that looks more like a
magazine article rather than a novel. And it’s easier to focus in on one topic at a time. So you
may want to make your first post a welcome message and explain to your readers what they’ll
will be seeing in the future on your blog. I know, you don’t have any readers yet, but since all of
your posts are archived, this post will be read tomorrow and two years from now. New readers
can find you at any time, and they may very likely take a look at your first post.
The first thing to do is write your post title. I used to wait to title my posts until after I wrote
them because writing them often brought to mind the perfect title. But the problem with that is
that so often I would forget to go back and type a title in and I would end up publishing without
the title. While you can go back and add the title later, it may show up in your readers RSS feeds
including those who subscribe to your blog by email. So I find that it works best if I give it the
best working title I can come up with, then I write the post, and then I can go back and change it
if I want, but if I forget it will at least have a basic title.
Also, remember that your readers probably have many blogs they read – but they probably don’t
READ them all, the probably scan the titles and click through to read the ones that sound
interesting. So your title has an important job to do. Like the blog text it should contain
keywords that will help the post show up in search results, AND it needs to catch your readers
attention. When I first started blogging I was always trying to come up with title that as clearly
as possible explained what the post was about. But over time I realized that we don’t have to
explain it all in the title. In fact, being a bit mysterious or intriguing with the title can entice the
reader to click through and read. They’ll find out soon enough all the details of your posting, but
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your title sets the tone, and catches their curiosity. Of course I don’t advocate bait and switch –
but have fun with your titles and use it to your best advantage.
And now FINALLY it’s time to actually write your blog post! Of course you can unleash your
creativity here, but I do have a few suggestions:
1. Keep your paragraphs shorter rather than longer – it just makes them easier and quicker
to read
2. Incorporate those keywords and phrases
3. A picture says a thousand words – add images whenever possible and I’ll show you how
in just a moment
4. Write in your natural voice. Typically blogs aren’t formal, and you will have an easier
time writing if you write more like you speak. And that will come across as more genuine
to your readers.
5. Don’t bite off more than you can chew. If you have a lot to say on a particular topic,
consider publishing your thoughts in a series of blog posts rather than one really long
one. And I find that readers really like following a series.
Once you’ve got it written up, it’s time to a bit of formatting. In Blogger there are a few different
fonts you can choose from. Just like in Microsoft word, you highlight the text you want to format
and then select from the drop down menu which font, and font size you want. The default font
and size might be just fine, but it’s nice to know you do have some flexibility.
You can also bold and italicize text by highlighting the text and clicking either button. And like
Word you can use Control B on your computer keyboard for bold and Control I for italicize.
You can also put your text in a different color. Again just highlight the text to be changed and
click on the capital T button with the color boxes and click on the color you want.
Now a word about formatting. Remember when we discussed that it was a good idea to avoid
blog template designs that had dark backgrounds with light type because they are hard on the
eyes and difficult to read? Well, over doing text formatting is much the same. It can get hard on
the eyes. It’s like the rule of thumb that says you don’t type in capital letters because it looks like
you’re screaming at the reader. Well, overdoing the formatting with a ton of bold and italics and
colors just ends up looking chaotic and nothing really ends up standing out. So keep in mind that
less is more and use it sparingly so that only the most important things stand out.
And just like in Word you can select whether your text is left right or centered justified, or fully
justified. And you can create numbered and bulleted lists simply by highlight the text and
clicking one of those buttons. And you can also use the Block Quote feature to set text apart as a
quotation by indenting it from both sides.
With all of these formatting features you will probably want to see what it will look like to your
readers. And that will be different to a certain extent than how it looks here in the post editor. To
see it as it will look when posted, click the Preview link in the upper right corner of the text box.
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When you’re in preview mode the link will then say Hide Preview and to go back to editing or
what they call Compose mode just click that Hide Preview link.
Next is the Spell check button which is something you’ll want to use every time you post.
Thankfully if you make a spelling error you can fix it after it’s posted, but it’s so much easier just
to run the spell check before you do.
There are a couple of more things you can add to this text post to spice it up. The next button is
the Add Image button and it does just that, adds your images and photos. When you click the
button an Upload Images window pops up where you can browse your computer hard drive and
locate the image you want to add, or if you have a website you can type in the URL address for
an image you already have hosted on your website and it will use that image. Keep in mind that
Blogger has an 8 MB image size limit, so you might have to reduce some of your photos and
save them as smaller files to be uploaded to Blogger. This is often the case when you’ve scanned
old family photos at high resolutions that create quite large files.
Once you’ve told Blogger which image to use, you can also choose how you want it to appear on
the page on the left, in the center or on the right with the text around it, or you can just leave it as
None. And you can also choose whether it is Small, Medium or Large. When you’re ready to go
just click the orange Upload Image button and in a few moments it will be processed and you can
just click the Done button, the window will close, and your image will now be in your blog post.
Again, if you want to see for sure how it will look to your readers just click the Preview link.
You can even upload a video to your blog post. It works much the same way. Click the video
upload button. A window pops up and you click the Browse button to locate the video on your
hard drive Blogger will accept AVI, MPEG, QuickTime, Real, and Windows Media video files
up to 100 MB in size which is typically about 10 minutes at most. They also have rules about the
kind of videos you can upload and require you to click the check box to agree to their terms of
service, and then you just click the orange Upload Video button.
Videos take a few minutes to upload, so at first you’ll see the Blogger Uploading Video screen
on the video player. You’ll see down at the bottom that it is processing. Once your video appears
on the screen then you’re ready to go. If you don’t want to wait while it finishes processing you
can click the SAVE button on your post and check back later to make sure it’s complete before
Publishing.
And finally, if you decide you want to remove the formatting from you text you can do so with
the last button which looks like an eraser. It’s called Remove Formatting from Selection. So in
the case of the text that I set apart as a quote, if I want to change it back to regular text, I just
hightlight the text with my mouse and click the Eraser button and it will go back to normal.
If you happen to know HTML you can click the HTML tab and work with your blog post code to
further customize it. When you’re done just click the Compose tab to go back to regular editing
mode.
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Once you have everything formatted, you’ve spell checked and you’ve reconfirmed your title,
you are ready to send it out to the world! Just click th orange Publish Now button and it will
immediately be live on your blog. The next window will say Your blog post published
successfully! And you can just click the View Blog link to open a new window and see your
published post.
Edit your previous posts
Now if you’re like me then occasionally you’re going to want to go back and edit one of your
blog postings. And thankfully that’s very easy to do.
Just head back to your Blogger Dashboard and next to the blue New Post button which you
would click to create another post, you’ll find the Edit posts link. Just click that and you will see
the articles you’ve posted with the most recent one at the top. If you wanted to delete the post all
together you just go to the right hand side and click the Delete link for that particular post.
To edit the post click the Edit link on the far left side of the post title. This takes you write back
into Compose mode and you can make any changes you want. When you’re done, just click the
Publish button.
Schedule posts to publish in the future
Do you want to write several posts at once, and have them automatically publish one at a time—
once a day, once a week, etc? There’s an easy way to set up your posts to publish in the future.
At the bottom of the Text box you’ll see a link called Post Options, just click that. This will
expand the box and give you some options. Here you can enter the date and the time that you
want the post to go live online. Once you’ve typed that in then just click the Publish button. It
won’t be live right now, but will be published at the date and time you specified. When I first
started using this feature I kept clicking SAVE and then wondering why my posts didn’t publish
at the right time. But you have to click the Publish button even though you’re not publishing at
that very moment. It’s a neat feature, and works great when you’re going to be away but want
articles to be published each day. Or like when we talked about breaking up a long article into a
series of short articles, you could create them all and then set them to publish once a day or
whatever time frame you preferred.
Now you probably noticed that you could also check a box in the Post Options for allowing your
readers to post comments. But the best place to set that up is under the Settings Tab. So go to
your dashboard, and click Settings. This will take you to the Settings tab which offers a lot of
options. Click on the Comments menu link and here’s where you can make your selections as to
how you would like your readers to be able to interact with you and your blog. Instant
communication and connection with your readers is one of the really unique aspects of blogging,
and you’ll find that most folks who read genealogy blogs are interested in a civil conversation.
So let’s go through the options here.
•

Show: I usually have this set to show comments. But you can hide them if you want.
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•

•
•

•

Under Who Can Comment? I would recommend that you allow anyone to comment.
After all, you don’t want to prevent that long lost cousin who finds your family history
blog in a search to not be able to contact you.
For Comment Form Placement that’s just a personal preference, but I find the pop up
window is easy for readers to use.
Another important feature among these settings is the Comment message. And then next
you’ll find Comment Moderation. I would recommend that you always moderate your
comments, at least to start. This means that when a reader leaves a comment you will
have the opportunity to read it and approve it to be published in the Comments section of
that blog posting. That way you can eliminate offensive comments. Honestly, I’ve never
received anything objectionable, but occasionally I do get people who are fishing for
business and simply post “I like your blog” so that they can then tell about their company
and give their website address. There’s no harm in setting it to Always and you can
change it later if you want.
Then at the bottom of the Comments Setting I like to type in my email address so that
I’ll be notified by email if someone leaves a comment that needs to be moderated. And
you moderate and approve comments in your Blogger dashboard.

When you’re done just click the orange SAVE SETTINGS button. And again, you can change
these settings any time you want.
So how do you moderate reader comments?
Well, just click on the Posting Tab, and there will be three options:
1. New post
2. Edit Posts
3. Moderate Comments – just click that link. And if you have comments that need to
reviewed and approved or deleted you can do it there.
Let readers subscribe to your blog
And finally, let’s talk about how your readers can subscribe to your blog. That’s the other really
cool thing about blogging. Each of your new blog articles can be automatically sent to your
readers who subscribe. It’s just like subscribing to a magazine. We subscribe to a magazine so
we don’t have to go to the store every day to check to see if a new issue has arrived. Subscribing
to a blog is the same idea but of course it’s free. And like magazines being delivered to your
mailbox, blog posts can be delivered to your readers blog Reader, or email box. Your readers
subscribe to your blog through your RSS feed. RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication which
just means an easy way to send out your posts. But you don’t have to know anything about RSS
feeds. Blogger does it all for you and
I’m really surprised how many bloggers don’t bother to make it easy for their readers to
subscribe. Not everyone who wants to subscribe to your blog will quite know how to do it, or be
an experienced blog subscriber. You will want to make it as easy as possible for them to get
started. Here’s an easy way to do it.
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1. Go to http://www.google.com/webmasters/add.html. Here you can add an “Add to
Google” button to your blog. That way your readers can easily add your blog to their
iGoogle homepage or to Google Reader, a tool they can use to receive and read blogs.
2. For Choose your content type select RSS.
3. Under Promoting select one blog.
4. Select the style of button you want to put on your blog
5. Type your blog address into the box, which needs to be your rss feed. In my case, it’s

http://blogyourfamilyhistory.blogspot.com/feeds/posts/default?alt=rss. You
substitute your blog name in where mine is currently (the bolded text).
6. Click the Generate HTML button. The html code you need to add your button will
automatically appear in the box, and it’s already highlighted for you so all you need to do
is Control C on your keyboard to copy the code to your computer’s clipboard, and then
head back to your Blog dashboard.
7. Click Layout.
8. Click Add a Gadget.
9. Click the HTML / Java Gadget. A window will pop up where you can type in a title such
as “Subscribe to this blog.”
10. In the big box press Control V to paste the HTML code that you copied into the box.
11. Click the SAVE button.
12. Back on your Layout page you’ll see at the top that you the “page element has been
added” and now the top gadget is “Subscribe to this blog”
Want to see what it looks like?
Just click the blue PREVIEW button at the top and it your blog will open up in a new window
and there you will see the “Add to Google” button. Now EVERYONE can subscribe and follow
your blog quickly and easily. Just close that window, and click the orange SAVE button on your
layout page. Now click View Blog and try it out for yourself.
Note: I talk here about iGoogle, which is no longer available.
Add the blog to Google Reader to receive each new blog post when it’s published, and have a
link to click through directly to the articles and the blog. It’s very convenient and keeps your
blog on the minds and lists of your readers.
Now you’re all set to go. You can post your articles, which your readers can follow. As you have
more time you can fine tune the settings and layout of your blog. Have fun! Best wishes for
connecting with other researchers around the world.
Tip: In response to one of our recent tips, a reader named Sarah pointed out that there are
services now to “slurp up” blogs and publish them into books. We’ll tell you about one service,
but encourage you to shop around. At Sarah’s recommendation, we looked into
http://www.blurb.com/. According to Blurb’s Web site, this online program works with several
blogging platforms including Blogger, LiveJournal, TypePad and WordPress.com.
You can customize and edit your book in real time. The automatic slurp action imports and maps
blog text, images and comments and then links it into professionally designed page layouts.
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What an exciting way to preserve your family history. What a great Christmas gift or Mother’s
Day gift.
Once you are ready to publish your book, you can control the price by buying a hardcover, dust
jacket, soft cover and other designs. These books can be up to 440 pages and as few as 40. Have
a blog book within 10 days of ordering. Now, as you can imagine, this is a little pricey but still
very, very reasonable. Prices start at just $12.95 for a 40-page softcover and go up from there.
You get bookmaking software free!
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